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One of SKCP’s roles is to be a help desk for the community 
and a central spot for residents to access information and 
services. As spring approaches, here are a few programs 
we can help with:
 
Free Tax Preparation
For individuals and families with income less than $53,000 
a year, free tax prep is available on Fridays through April 
10th at 1301 N 2nd St. Appointments are from 10:30 am 
to 3:30 pm. Call us soon to schedule your appointment.

Farm to Families
Farm to Families is a program where families place weekly 
orders for boxes of fresh fruit and vegetables for $10 or 
$15 (SNAP, cash & credit are accepted). Healthy recipes 
for the food in the box are provided as well. Boxes are 
distributed every Thursday at the NKCDC Garden Center 
on Frankford & Berks from 4-7 pm. Contact NKCDC at 
215-427-0350 or f2f@nkcdc.org to register.

PA 1000
The PA 1000 is a Property Tax/Rent rebate based on the 
taxes or rent you paid during the previous year. Owners 
must have taxes paid prior to filing.  The program benefits 
eligible Pennsylvanians 65+, widows and widowers age 
50+, and people with disabilities age 18+. Call or stop in 
to learn more and get the right forms.
 
Something else you need help with? Reach out!

South Kensington Dates & Events!

Welcome to the Spring 2015 Newsletter!

This spring will be a time for community
and neighbor relationships to bloom!

Inside this quarter’s newsletter you’ll find:

Resources from SKCP
Bike share in the neighborhood!
Winter zoning & planning update

SKCP news & events

Happy Reading!
-The SKCP Team

April
04

Hart Park Easter Egg Hunt
@ 1315 N 4th St.

April
10

Last Day for Ceiba Free Tax Prep
@ 1301 N 2nd St.

4th Wed.
each Month

Community Zoning Meetings
@ 1301 N 2nd St.

April
25

SKCP Tree Tender Planting
@ 1301 N 2nd St.

April
11

Spring Clean @ Oxford Mills
@ 100 W Oxford St.

May
09

Love Your Park @ Hart Park
@ 1315 N 4th St.

March
05

26th District Town Hall Meeting
@ 418 E Girard Ave.



Tips for a Spring Clean 
from the Somers Team

Bicycles on their way to SK!

The first most affordable tip to spruce up your home for 
Spring is paint!
• Try a bright new color for your front door
• Stoops and hand rails need love too
• Give those weathered planters a new coat of paint to 

keep gardens looking vibrant
• Painting an interior accent wall a single bright color 

can transform a room!
• Paint risers to inexpensively revive your stairs!

The best thing about paint is that it isn’t permanent. You 
can change it every season and experiment with a variety 
of shades and hues.

The other most affordable tip? Caulk. A fresh bead of 
caulk is a miracle fix for any home. Here’s where to calk:
• Around windows, and all trim from floor to ceiling 

and around doors
• The tub and shower
• Where the counter meets the wall or back splash

Caulk has a concealing affect where two materials meet 
and where there are noticeable seams and holes. These 
seams create shadows and are visually distracting. Once 
filled in, they miraculously disappear!

The Somers Team
1033 N 2nd St., Philadelphia, PA 19123

267-528-0001
www.thesomersteam.com
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April 11th @ 10am
100 W Oxford St.
Kickoff at Oxford Mills

Sponsored by:
Oxford Mills

Sponsored Article

Bike Share Ambassador (Part-Time)

This stipend position will get the 
word out about the bike program 

to neighbors. Longtime community 
residents, even people with little bike 
knowledge, are encouraged to apply.

Apply at bicyclecoalition.org
or at the SKCP Office

Customer Service Rep

This position will provide frontline 
customer support for Bikeshare 

members & riders. Bilingual 
applicants preferred

Apply at www.rideindego.com/jobs
or at the SKCP office.

Bicycle Mechanic

Bike mechanics will assist in the 
assembly, maintenance, and repair 

of over 600 bike share bikes.

Apply at www.rideindego.com/jobs
or at the SKCP office.

Transportation can be challenging.
Here in South Kensington, we have the Front & Girard and 
the Berks subway stops. We have the 47, 57, and Girard 
trolley. And some of us have cars. But it’s not always easy to 
get where we’re going. 

Many in the neighborhood find biking to be an economical, 
easy, and healthy way of getting around. But for those of 
us without bikes or who haven’t tried biking as a form of 
transportation, this can seem intimidating, out of reach, or 
expensive.

Good news is on the way for anyone who would like to try 
biking as a transportation option. This spring, the City of 
Philadelphia will roll out a new bike share program called 
“Indego.” Phase One (April 2015) will include 600 bicycles 
and 60 bike stations where bikes can be rented and returned. 
Phase Two (2016) will expand those stations.

Key facts you need to know:
• Bike stations in South Kensington are still being 

finalized but may be at Cruz Rec Center, Front & 
Girard, Front & Berks, or Master & American. 

• Rentals can be made with cash or a credit card.
• SKCP and the bike share program will be hosting 

community rides and classes
• The program is expected to launch in April, 2015.
• Maintenance for the bike stations is going to be 

hosted right here in South Kensington! 
For more information, and to be the first to know once the 
station locations are finalized, be sure to get on our email list 
at southkensingtoncommunity.org. The bike share website 
is rideindego.com. Job openings related to the program 
can be found at rideindego.com/jobs

Plus, Indego’s repair & call center are coming to SK...and they’re hiring local people!
The below positions are hiring now. Jobs will be out of the Bike Transit center at Master & American Streets. Please call or 
visit SKCP with any questions about the jobs or for help applying. If applying directly, please include “referred by SKCP” 
in your application. Good luck to all who apply!



We’ve been busy! Check out what we’ve been up to:

Meet Your New NAS!
The new Neighborhood Advisory Subcommittee (NAS) 
held their first meeting on February 9th. The NAS is 
part of the Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC) 
program funded by the Office of Housing and Community 
Development. NACs connect residents with city services 
by providing information and referral services. The NAS 
will be organizing community service briefings and working 
on issues important to the neighborhood including 
beautification, safety, development & more.

The new NAS members are:
Howie Ross, Chair
Jen Galbreath, Vice-chair
Peggy Laramee, Secretary
Michael Alles
Corey Bell
Amelia Breslin
Neil Goldman

Sonia Medina 
Jessica Noon
Terrie Lewine
Josephine “Cookie” Quiñones
Kevin Rodricks
Marilyn Cruz, SKCP Board 
Nicole LaGreca, SKCP Board

SK Makers & Doers Event Recap
On January 22nd, SKCP held its first South Kensington 
Makers & Doers small business event, and it was a huge 
success! Thanks to the efforts and contributions of people 
throughout the neighborhood, over 50 representatives 
from local busineses and organizations attended SKM&D, 
and what an incredible group they were.
Our friends at Oxford Mills were gracious enough to let us 
host the event there, and St. Benjamin Brewing was there 
to provide our guests with free beer to aid the discussion 
and networking. Our speakers included Freddy Aguilar 
from Las Cazuelas sharing his small business story,  Mike 
Alles from Finanta talking about financing a business, 
Michelle Freeman from Witty Gritty speaking on PR and 
communications, and Dominique Aubry from Impact HUB 
talking about building a dynamic team.
We had a great time, and we’d love to thank our sponsors 
and those who showed up to SKM&D. We hope to see you 
all at our next event! Thanks!

This event was sponsored by
the Penn Treaty Special Services District

Spring Dental Tips
from Prestige Dental

Prestige Dental
Kathleen Wu, DMD

246 W. Girard Avenue
Philadelphia PA 19123

267-202-0083
www.prestigedentalphilly.com

Lil’ Miss Cupcakes
Germantown & Girard

A charming spot right 
on Girard, with a great 
selection for anyone with a 
major sweet tooth!

Good Spoon Soupery
Front & Master

A great new eatery in 
South Kensington with 
delicious healthy soup to 
suit all tastes!

First Street Steaks
Front & Girard

A new spot serving up a 
Philly tradition under the 
El! Grab a steak while you 
wait for your train.

St. Benjamin Brewing Co
5th & Cecil B. Moore

Local crafstmen making 
delicious beer! Look for 
their awesome brews in 
local bars.

New Local Businesses in SK!Sponsored Article

Check out these spring dental tips from Prestige Dental, 
a local dentistry office right on Girard Avenue!

Spring is hopefully just around the corner for all of us, 
and along with better weather comes the hope of dental 
benefits!
 
Many people do not realize the benefits offered from 
their employer that can assist with dental treatments.

These benefit options may include:
• Dental insurance plans
• Flexible spending accounts
• Health savings accounts
• Other wellness programs

 
Prestige Dental strives to provide the optimal treatment 
plan in the best interest of each patient.

Let our office help to explore all the options available to 
you! To set up a meeting or for more info, contact us:



SKCP Zoning & Planning Update
The SKCP Zoning Committee facilitates a public forum for the discussion and review of zoning variance requests through 
community vote for all applications occurring within the SKCP Service Area (Front St. to 6th St., Girard Ave. to Berks St.). It 
is a neutral body that conveys information about zoning in South Kensington to the community, and gives voice to resident 
concerns and hopes for the neighborhood. To submit a request for a zoning variance review, please visit our website at 
www.southkensingtoncommunity.org

Look Out for LandCare
This is Thomas!
He’s the lead person running our Community LandCare 
program, funded by the PHS Philadelphia Land Care 
initiative. The program employs local contractors and 
workers to keep the vacant and underused lots in our 
neighborhood clean and cut.
If you’re out in the neighborhood and you see Thomas 
and his crew, say hello! They do hard work to keep our 
neighborhood litter and weed free, and their jobs are not 
easy! 
SKCP is constantly adding problem lots to our Land Care 
list each season. If you have trouble with a lot or have a 
suggestion for us, please call us.
If you need a lot cleaned urgently, or there are other 
problems with your block, don’t forget to call 311 or visit 
their website at phila.gov/311

South Kensington

South Kensington
COMMUNITY PARTNERS

1301 N 2nd St.
215-427-3463
southkensingtoncommunity.org
South Kensington Community Partners is a
neighborhood  help desk  and  catalyst  for
action and engagement in the  community.

Our doors are open
Monday to Friday,
9 am to 5:30 pm.

Please call us, email us,
or drop by our office.

We’re happy to help!
Comments?
Questions?

1801 Mascher St.
Legalization of single family home 
conversion to a two-family dwelling 
Yes – 3
No – 0

1436 Cadwallader St.
New construction of a 3 - Unit multi-
family residential building
Yes – 9
No – 0

1853 N 2nd St.
Permit for renewal for Check Cashing 
agency as part of an existing business
Yes – 3
No – 0

There is a lot of development going on in South Kensington. Here’s a little bit about two of the projects underway:

Tajdeed
Conifer Realty and Arab -American Development Corporation are working in partnership to revitalize an underutilized block 
into a vibrant 47 unit residential development to be called Tajdeed. The community will consist of  1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom 
dwellings, which will be affordable to income qualified residents. Tajdeed will help maintain social and economic diversity 
in the immediate community, while preserving the neighborhood’s community values and affordability. Stop by the SKCP 
office to learn more!

Billy Penn Studios 
The Billy Penn Studios building is located at 1516-54 N 5th St. and will encompass a substantial rehabilitation and 
repurposing of a former factory into a mixed-use, loft-style office building. The proposed rehabilitation improvements will 
include approximately 103 below market rate loft style office units, and several amenities, including 2 gallery/exhibition 
rooms, conference rooms, game/play rooms, guest and tenants lounges, bicycle storage room, secure parking, and rooftop 
deck, all while preserving the historic structure of the former factory.

Community Zoning Meeting Vote Results:

Sponsored by the Philadelphia Office of Housing & Community Development


