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What is SKCP? 

South Kensington Community Partners is a place based non-profit in the South/Old Kensington neigh-
borhood. Our mission is "To connect our community to resources and opportunities, the land, and 
each other. We act as, and encourage others to become, engaged neighborhood stewards. We 
advocate for responsible growth that builds on the physical, social, and economic fabric of the 
neighborhood." SKCP’s work includes a Community Land Care program in partnership with the Penn-
sylvania Horticultural Society, supporting neighborhood volunteer efforts including a Registered 
Community Organization (RCO), Greening Committee, and Tree Tender group, and the Neighbor-
hood Advisory Committee (NAC) Program, which aims to foster community and connect residents 
with City programs, local resources, and caring neighbors.  
 

What does the NAC do? 

 Meets monthly to share information and address neighborhood concerns (join us on 4/2!)  

 Organizes Quarterly Service Briefings on topics that are timely and important to the community  

 Serves as a Neighborhood Help Desk, connecting neighbors and business owners to the SKCP 
office for assistance solving problems and accessing resources.  

 Connects community members with opportunities to participate in job training, educational, arts 
and cultural activities, neighborhood cleaning and greening, and community events.  

 

Hi! My name is Ellie and I’ve been working with SKCP for a few months as the NAC Co-
ordinator. I’m a social worker and my favorite thing about my job is making sure 
neighbors know about local resources. I put together this newsletter, organize events 
around the neighborhood, facilitate our monthly meetings, do outreach about home 
ownership, and more! Is there something I can help you with? Let me know! Visit our 
office (1301 N 2nd St) M-F, 9-5:30, give me a call (215-427-3463), or email me 
(ematthews@southkensingtoncommunity.org).  
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By Eileen Divringi, SKCP Board Member 

 
As anyone who lives or works in Old / South Kensing-
ton has surely noticed, our neighborhood has seen 
a dramatic uptick in construction in the past few 
years. With new buildings, homes, and storefronts 
popping up on seemingly every other block, you 
may have wondered: What determines which 
buildings are built where? 
 
What’s in a Zone? Whether large or small, publicly 
or privately owned, every single property in the City 
of Philadelphia is “zoned,” meaning it’s assigned 
one of the zoning districts (sometimes called 
“classifications”) outlined in the Philadelphia Code. 
While it is easy to get lost in the legalese of defini-
tions, each zoning district can be broken down into 
a few key requirements. For a quick visual guide to 
the city’s zoning districts, visit: https://
bit.ly/2G6vCO9  
 The most important of these are called “use” 
requirements, which determine – you guessed it – 
how a piece of land is used. For example, some 
zones only allow for residential uses, like apartments 
or single-family homes. Others exist to specify which 
commercial, industrial, or institutional uses can be 
put where, or how different types of uses can be 
combined. 
 Dimensional requirements affect the size and 
layout of new buildings. Most zoning districts limit 
the height of new structures based on the use or 
the size of the building’s footprint. Some zoning dis-
tricts require a minimum percentage of the lot be 
dedicated to open space and many residential 
zones in our neighborhood require a 9 foot rear 
yard.  
 Zoning districts also specify parking and loading 
area requirements, which are typically tied to either 
the project size or number of residential units. Small-
er projects are often not required to provide on-site 
parking. 
 
Community Input When a developer determines 
that it is infeasible to build a project that aligns with 
how a property is zoned, they can apply for a 
“variance.” This would grant them permission to 
build a project that does not meet some, or any, of 
the requirements for a given zone. 

 When a developer or property owner applies for 
a variance, they are required to coordinate with a 
neighborhood-based group called a Registered 
Community Organization (RCO). The RCO is respon-
sible for organizing community meetings  where 
neighbors can hear the developer present their 
proposed project and make the case for why they 
deserve relief from zoning requirements. Large de-
velopments (50+ residential units or 50,000 sq. ft. or 
floor area) are also required to go through the local 
RCO process, giving neighbors the opportunity to 
weigh in on high-impact projects in their communi-
ties. 
 The South Kensington Community Partners Plan-
ning and Zoning Committee is one of the RCOs that 
serves our neighborhood. Our RCO boundaries are 
Front Street to 6th Street, Girard Avenue to Berks 
Street. Made up of a dedicated group of volun-
teers, some with experience in planning, architec-
ture, and construction, the committee organizes 
community meetings and facilitates communica-
tion between neighbors, developers, and city offi-
cials. At each meeting, neighbors have the oppor-
tunity to vote to determine whether or not the RCO 
will support the project. For larger projects, two 
meetings are held: the first to gather community 
feedback, the second to hold a vote. 
 It is important to understand that the RCO’s posi-
tion is considered “advisory” by the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment (ZBA: the City entity that makes the final 
decision about whether or not to grant a variance). 
Still, these meetings represent an important oppor-
tunity for neighbors to voice their concerns and 
request changes to proposed developments. 
 
Get Involved  Whether you’re excited to help 
shape local development decisions, just curious 
about a new project on your block, or want to en-
gage with your neighbors about the future of our 
neighborhood, there are opportunities to get in-
volved in the zoning process: 
1. Come to the next Community Zoning Meeting. 
Call the office or sign up for the SKCP newsletter to 
make sure you’re notified of the date and time of 
each meeting, which are typically held on the third 
Wednesday of each month. 
2. Join us! The SKCP Planning and Zoning Commit-
tee is always looking for new members, with a par-
ticular need for volunteers with experience in plan-
ning, architecture, building, or zoning law/policy. 
However, the only real requirements are the ability 
to commit a few hours a month to committee work 
and a passion for promoting a vibrant and inclusive 
future for our neighborhood. Drop us a note at zon-
ing@southkensingtoncommunity.org  
if you’re interested. 
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September may be far away, but the season for 
2018—2019 school enrollment is here! Read on  
for info on schools in the neighborhood and the 
enrollment process.  
 
Public Schools 
 Kindergarten enrollment at School District of 
Philadelphia schools is now open! To register, 
visit your neighborhood school and bring your 
ID, child’s immunization records and identifica-
tion, plus two proofs of residency. Visit 
www.philasd.org/kregistration for a full list of 
documents. Must be 5 by September 1 to enroll 
in kindergarten with the School District.  
 Save the date for May 7-11 for Kindergarten 
Open House Week, and please note that regis-
tration for the School District of Philadelphia 
closes on May 31! 
Ludlow School 
550 W Master Street 
Kindergarten — 8th Grade 
Contact: 215-684-5060 
Mission: To prepare students with the necessary 
tools and skills to enable them to become life-
long learners. We will empower students to be-
come productive citizens who will eventually 
qualify for employment in the growing techno-
logical opportunities of the 21st century. We 
strive to nurture the development of sound indi-
viduals who will be active participants in our 
multi-cultural society. 
Moffet Elementary 
127 W Oxford Street 
Kindergarten — 5th Grade 
Contact: 215-291-4721 
Mission: To develop lifelong learners and pro-
ductive citizens who have the skills and confi-
dence needed to reach their full potential, the 
ability to apply their learning effectively and 
creatively in the community and marketplace, 
an acceptance and respect for cultural diversi-
ty, and the capability to work cooperatively 
with others to solve problems and adapt to a 
changing technological environment. 
 
Private Schools 
 Enrollment at three private schools in the 
neighborhood is open now and available until 
classes are filled. Contact administrators for 

more information on enrollment paperwork, 
tuition, and scholarships.  
Al-Aqsa Academy 
1501 Germantown Avenue 
Kindergarten — 12th Grade 
Contact: 215-765-6660 
Mission: We aim to provide an Islamic environ-
ment for all students, enabling them to acquire 
academic excellence and Islamic morals to 
prepare them to become viable individuals 
able to meet the challenges of our world.  Stu-
dents must be 5 by October 1 to enroll in kinder-
garten at Al-Aqsa. 
La Salle Academy 
1434 N 2nd Street 
3rd — 8th Grade 
Contact: 215-739-5804 
Mission: We are dedicated to educating chil-
dren in grades 3 through 8 whose life opportuni-
ties are limited by financial, academic, social or 
emotional challenges, and whose parents/
guardians desire, but cannot afford a Catholic 
education.  
St. Peter the Apostle School 
1009 N 5th Street 
Kindergarten — 8th Grade 
Contact: 215-922-5958 
Mission: We will encourage each other as a mul-
ticultural faith community to grow academical-
ly, spiritually, and emotionally with Christian val-
ues.  The positive energy we will provide will cre-
ate a harmonious and respectful atmosphere 
that will contribute to the building up of God's 
kingdom here on earth.  

 

Neighborhood Schools & 

Catchment Zones 
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Spring Garden 

School 
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By Jessica Noon, SKCP Board Member 

 
After a two-year legal battle to preserve the 
quarter-acre community farm and garden at 
the corner of North Lawrence and Master 
Streets, La Finquita will be closing its gates for 
the final time on May 1, 2018.  
 Two years ago, the Philadelphia Catholic 
Worker embarked on a legal battle to preserve 
La Finquita, a community garden that has been 
an integral, active green space in our commu-
nity for 30 years. In 1988, the Philadelphia Cath-
olic Worker led community members in an ef-
fort to clear away large piles of trash, bricks, 
and cement that had been left on the property 
after the building which formerly housed a tire 
factory burned down, and turned this vacant, 
abandoned space into a vibrant community 
garden.  
 Since then, La Finquita, which means “the 
little farm” in Spanish, has thrived as a space for 
neighbors to gather and grow their own fruits, 
vegetables, and flowers. In recent years, gar-
den volunteers have banded together to grow 
a surplus of food to distribute to community 
members in need via the Catholic Worker soup 
kitchen, the Drueding Center food pantry, and 
a low-cost produce market open every Sunday 
from late May through November.  
 In January of 2016, gardeners discovered 
that a developer had apparently purchased 
the land and placed a lock on the entrance to 
the fence surrounding the garden in an effort to 

claim ownership. Philadelphia Catholic Worker 
initiated an adverse possession case with pro-
bono assistance from the Public Interest Law 
Center and Saul Ewing.  
 After two years of fighting a battle to pre-
serve La Finqutia, the Philadelphia Catholic 
Worker has decided to settle the case with the 
developer for a monetary settlement. These 
funds will be set aside to support future garden-
ing and green space efforts in the community.  
 As such, the La Finquita community farm 
and garden will officially be closing down as a 
community space on May 1, 2018.  
 Philadelphia Catholic Worker, the farm man-
gers, and all of the garden volunteers are ex-
tremely saddened by this turn of events. We 
invite you to join us on volunteer workdays be-
tween now and May 1 to enjoy this special 
space before it is gone forever.  
 We will also be holding a community event 
on Saturday, April 21 to gather in celebration of 
La Finquita. All are welcome to share stories as 
neighbors and gardeners.   
 In the meantime, there is a group of garden 
volunteers who are meeting regularly and ex-
ploring options of land on which to relocate 
and/or start new gardens, developing a local 
trust to help preserve community gardens, re-
distributing some of our tools and materials to 
other local gardens, and trying to find new gar-
den plots in the community for families who will 
be evicted from La Finquita.  
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Emergency Housing 
Domestic Violence Survivors 
Women Against Abuse                       866-723-3014 
(24 hours)   

Families 
Apple Tree Family Center              215-686-7150 
(Mon-Fri, 7am-3pm)                                  or 7152 

Red Shield Family Residence           215-787-2887 
(After 3p, weekends & holidays) 

Single Females 
Apple Tree Family Center              215-686-7150 
(Mon-Fri, 7am-3pm)                                   or 7152 
Gaudenzia House of Passage           267-713-7778 
(After 3pm, weekends & holidays)                       or 215-471-2017 

Single Males 
The Roosevelt Darby Center            215-685-3700 
(Mon-Fri, 7am-3pm)   
Station House                215-225-9230 
(After 3pm, weekends & holidays)                        

Single Youths (18—21) 
Covenant House             215-951-5411 
Youths (under 18) 
Youth Emergency Services            215-787-0633 
Runaway & Homeless Youth              1- 800-371-7233 
Mortgage Foreclosure Prevention Assistance 
SaveYourHomePhilly Hotline    215-334-HOME (4663) 
Free counseling assistance for homeowners behind 
on mortgage payments or face foreclosure. 
                                           www.saveyourhomephilly.org 

Housing Counseling 
For agency list call              215-686-9749 
Free housing counseling for current and potential 
homeowners, tenants, seniors, and people with 
HIV/AIDS.                                   www.phila.gov/dhcd 

Housing Repairs 
Adaptive Modifications Program*         215-448-2160 
Provides free adaptations to house or apartment of 
low-income disabled individuals.             
www.phdchousing.org 
Basic Systems Repair Program*          215-448-2160 
Free major repairs to electrical, plumbing, and/or 
heating systems of an owner-occupied property. 
Emergency Heater Hotline*                215-568-7190 
Free minor heater repairs.    www.ecasavesenergy.org 
PHIL-Plus/Mini-PHIL*                            215-851-1854 
Provides home improvement loans to owners with 
less-than-perfect credit. Housing counseling re-
quired.                        uac.org/home-improvement 
SHARP*                   215-765-9040 
Free minor repairs to homes of elderly Philadelphi-
ans.                           www.pcacares.org 
Weatherization Assistance Program*    215-448-2160 
Free weatherization and energy-efficiency im-
provements to owner-occupied and rental units.  
                www.phdchousing.org 
 
 
 

Senior Citizen Programs 
Philadelphia Corp for Aging (PCA)                215-765-9040 
BenePhilly                 800-236-2194 
Homeownership Programs 
Settlement Assistance Grant*                215-686-9749 
Provides up $500 per household to help first-time 
Philadelphia homebuyers pay for closing costs. 
Housing counseling required.      www.phila.gov/dhcd 
Property Tax Abatement                 215-686-9200 
Provides tax relief on home improvements for 10 
years.                                   opa.phila.gov 
Sheriff Sales                              215-686-3530 
Tax-delinquent properties sold to the highest bidder 
at public auction.     officeofphiladelphiasheriff.com 
Code Violations 
Licenses & Inspections                   311 
Landlord/Tenant Problems 
Community Legal Services               215-981-3700 
Licenses & Inspections                            311 
Tenant Union Representative Network  215-940-3900 
Public Housing 
Provides subsidized rental opportunities   
Conventional Sites—Admissions          215-684-4000 
Scattered Sites—Admissions            215-684-4000 
Housing Choice Voucher (formerly Section 8)      215-684-4000 
Online application for public housing   pha.phila.gov 
Special-Needs Housing 
People with HIV/AIDS 
ActionAIDS Inc.                215-981-0088 
People with Disabilities 
Liberty Resources              215-634-2000 
Utility Bill Assistance 
Energy Coordinating Agency             215-988-0929 
LIHEAP              866-857-7095 or 215-560-1583 
Utility Emergency Services Fund          215-972-5170 
Vacant House/Lot Acquisitions 
Philadelphia Land Bank              215-448-3040 
               philadelphialandbank.org 
City Housing Agencies 
Division of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD) 
1234 Market St, 17th Floor, Phila PA 19107     215-686-9749 
            www.phila.gov/dhcdq 
Philadelphia Housing Development Corp (PHDC) 
1234 Market St, 17th Floor, Phila PA 19107     215-448-3000 
            www.phdchousing.org 
Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority (PRA) 
1234 Market St, 16th Floor, Phila PA 19107 215-854-6500 
             www.phila.gov/pra 
Philadelphia Housing Authority (PHA) 
12 S. 23rd St, Phila PA 19103                215-684-4000 
                 www.pha.phila.gov 
 

Need housing help? Check out these resources: 

*Income restrictions apply 
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Its tax time and SKCP is here to make sure our 
neighbors are taking full advantage of programs 
for workers and homeowners. the NAC hosted a 
community briefing to get the word out about 
available programs on January 27—read on be-
low for the notes. 
 
Department of Revenue 
Homestead Exemption 
Homeowners can reduce the assessed value of 
their property by up to $30,000 by signing up for 
the Homestead Exemption. The Homestead Ex-
emption can help homeowners   
Who’s eligible: Anyone who owns the home that 
they live in.  
More info: www.phila.gov/opa or 215-686-9200 
Low Income Senior Real Estate Tax Freeze 
Senior citizen homeowners can apply to have 
their property taxes “frozen” and avoid annual 
increases as property values rise.  
Who’s eligible: Homeowners who are over 65 and 
have an annual income under $23,500 for a single 
person or under $31,500 for a couple.  
More info: www.phila.gov/revenue or call 215-686
-6442 
Real Estate Tax Installment Program 
Owner-occupants can pay annual real estate 
taxes in monthly installments.  
Who’s eligible: All senior citizens over 65, and oth-
er homeowners with low incomes (beginning at 
$26,150 for a single person) 
More info: www.phila.gov/revenue or call 215-686
-6442 
Owner-Occupied Real Estate Payment Agree-
ment Program 
Monthly payment program for homeowners who 
are behind on taxes. Payments are based on 
household income and family size. 
Who’s eligible: Any homeowner with proof of in-
come.  
More info: www.phila.gov/revenue or call 215-686
-6442 
Water Revenue Bureau Standard Payment Agree-
ment 
Residents having trouble with their water bills due 
to low incomes or special hardships can sign up 
for monthly payment plans. Customers will pay off 
the balance over 3 to 12 monthly payments in 
addition to current usage.  

Who’s eligible: Anyone behind on a water bill. 
More info: www.phila.gov/revenue or call 215-686
-6880  
More Info 
Get in touch with the Department of Revenue for 
more information on these programs, or others 
offering assistance for Active Duty Military, Veter-
ans, Catastrophic Loss, and Emergency Repairs. 
Call 215-686-6600 or visit 1401 JFK Blvd during ex-
tended hours during tax season (M-Th 8:30– 7, F 
8:30 – 5, Sat 10 – 2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philadelphia Legal Assistance 
Save Your Home Philly Hotline 
The Save Your Home Philly Hotline is operated by 
Philadelphia Legal Assistance and serves as a 
central point of contact for Philadelphia home-
owners at risk of foreclosure. The Hotline provides 
advice, brief service, and referrals for additional 
services and support.  
Who’s eligible: Homeowners at any stage of the 
foreclosure process may call for help saving their 
homes.    
More info: Call 215-334-HOME (4663) or visit 
www.philalegal.org/saveyourhomephilly 
 
Philadelphia VIP 
Tangled Title Assistance 
Homeowners who do not have proper legal doc-
umentation of their ownership, often referred to as 
a Tangled Title, are not eligible for many of the 
City’s assistance programs. Philadelphia VIP pro-
vides free services for residents with tangled titles. 
Who’s eligible: homeowners must be referred by 
Philadelphia Legal Assistance 
More info: call 215-523-9550 or visit 
www.phillyvip.org 
 
Ceiba 
VITA Tax Preparation 
Ceiba and a team of VITA volunteers certified by 
the IRS offers free tax preparation services. Ap-
pointments are available on Friday and Saturday 
at their office. 
Who’s eligible: anyone with an annual income 
under $54,000 
More info: call 215-634-7245 or visit ceibaphiladel-
phia.org 

http://www.phila.gov/opa
http://www.phila.gov/revenue
http://www.phila.gov/revenue
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1301 N. 2nd St., Philadelphia, PA 19122   215-427-3463  
www.southkensingtoncommunity.org  

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am-5:30pm 

Kudos to Shanta for sweep-

ing all of Hart Park on a mid-

winter's grey day. – Pat 

We didn't put trash cans out because of the snowfall. The 

next day, my next door neighbor on 1700 N Mascher let me 

know the truck was coming down the street so we got our 

recycling out just in time! - Peg  

Stay in touch with SKCP 

https://www.facebook.com/

southkensingtoncommunity 

Sign up for our weekly email list 

http://bit.ly/skcpnews 
@SKCPPhilly 

Thank you to the company BDP for the 

campaign “gloves with love” campaign 

presented to the students at the James 

R. Ludlow school. - Principal Williams 


