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What is SKCP? 
South Kensington Community Partners is a place based non-profit in the South/Old Kensington neigh-
borhood. Our mission is "To connect our community to resources and opportunities, the land, and 
each other. We act as, and encourage others to become, engaged neighborhood stewards. We ad-
vocate for responsible growth that builds on the physical, social, and economic fabric of the neigh-
borhood." SKCP’s work includes a Community Land Care program in partnership with the Pennsylva-
nia Horticultural Society, supporting neighborhood volunteer efforts including a Registered Communi-
ty Organization (RCO), Greening Committee, and Tree Tender group, and the Neighborhood Adviso-
ry Committee (NAC) Program, which aims to foster community and connect residents with City pro-
grams, local resources, and caring neighbors.  
 

What does the NAC do? 

 Meets monthly to share information and address neighborhood concerns (next meeting 8/6!)  
 Organizes Quarterly Service Briefings on topics that are timely and important to the community  
 Serves as a Neighborhood Help Desk, connecting neighbors and business owners to the SKCP 

office for assistance solving problems and accessing resources.  
 Connects community members with opportunities to participate in job training, educational, arts 

and cultural activities, neighborhood cleaning and greening, and community events.  

Stay in touch 

with SKCP! https://www.facebook.com/

southkensingtoncommunity 

Sign up for our weekly email 

http://bit.ly/skcpnews 

@SKCPPhilly 

@skcp_philly 
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Don’t miss out on fun in the sun in South Ken-
sington this summer! Read on for activities at 
three playgrounds and recreation centers in 
the neighborhood. 
 
Towey Playground 
1832 N Howard Street 
Stephen Schmidt 
215-685-9892 
 
1.5-acre site with playground equipment, bas-
ketball and handball. The two-room building 
has a gymnasium and multi-purpose rooms. A 
variety of youth, adult and family activities are 
offered here. 
 
Summer Camp 
July 2—August 10 
9:00 am—3:00 pm 
Ages 6-12 
$150/camper, $20 due at registration 
Trips, sports, speakers, swimming, arts & crafts, 
movie days, bingo, gardening, and more! 
Breakfast & lunch daily 
 
Sports Camp 
June 25—29 
10:00 am—2:00 pm 
Ages 8-12 
Baseball, basketball, soccer, tennis, volleyball, 
swimming 
Lunch & snack daily 
 
Cruz Recreation Center 
1431 N 6th Street 
Alfredo Betancourt 
215-685-2759 
 
This 4.8-acre site includes play equipment, a 
sprinkler and pool, sports fields, and basketball 
courts. The three-room building has a fitness 
room and multi-purpose spaces that host an 
array of activities. The site is named in honor of 
Narcissa S. Cruz, a local Puerto Rican commu-

nity activist. She fought tirelessly for a play-
ground to be built in this area. She died in 
1961.  
 
Summer Camp 
July 2—August 10 
9:00 am—3:00 pm 
$200/camper 
 
Pool Hours 
Monday—Friday, 11:00 am—7:00 pm 
Saturday, Sunday, 12:00—5:00 pm 
 
Hancock Playground 
147 Master Street 
Jonathan Rocks 
215-685-9886 
 
This 1.8-acre site has play equipment, a pool, 
sports fields and basketball courts. The one-
room building hosts different activities. The site 
was created as a park in 1896. In 1921 it be-
came a recreation site.  
 
Summer Camp 
July 2—August 10 
9:00 am—3:00 pm 
Ages 6-11 
$240/camper 
 
Pool Hours 
Monday—Friday, 11:00 am—7:00 pm 
Saturday, Sunday, 12:00—5:00 pm 

Want to get involved with your neighbor-
hood  playground, rec center, or park? Join 

a Friends Group or Advisory Council! 
Get in touch with these folks to learn more 

 
Towey Playground Advisory Council 

Evelina Bodon—215-685-9892 
 

Cruz Recreation Center Advisory Council 
Carl Burman—215-685-2759 

 

Hancock Playground Advisory Council 
Jon Rocks—215-685-9886 

 

Friends of Benson Park 
bensonpark19122@gmail.com 

 

Friends of Hart Park 
Pat Sweeney—patandgene76@gmail.com 
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 On Monday, June 4, the South Kensington 
Community Partners NAC hosted our monthly 
community meeting with representatives from 
311 and the Department of Licenses and Inspec-
tions to answer questions from neighbors about 
construction in the neighborhood and how to 
keep our community safe. 
 Thanks to Daniel Ramos from Philly 311, and 
Brett Martin and Perry Cocco from Licenses & In-
spections for joining us, and to all the neighbors 
who attended this meeting! 
 
Philly311 
Did you know you can submit a service request to 
Philly311 in many different ways? Download the 
311 app for Apple or Android devices so you can 
report on the go, or use the desktop site to submit 
online. You can also call 311 (or 215-686-8686 if 
you are outside the city), or visit the Walk-In Cen-
ter (Room 167 at City Hall) during business hours 
(Monday - Friday, 8:15 am - 4:15 pm). The SKCP 
office can also report issues for neighbors.  

Common Reporting Mistakes: Often service re-
quests are closed out because the issue was not 
reported correctly. Check out 311’s FAQ posted 
on our blog or their website for tips on effective 
reporting! 

Vacant Lots: South Kensington Community Part-
ners’ Land Care program is funded by PHS to 
care for vacant land in the neighborhood during 
warm months (see page 5 for more info!)  If you 
see a lot in the neighborhood that needs some 
love, please reach out to our office 
(info@southkensingtoncommunity.org) instead of 
reporting to 311. If the lot is not on our list, we will 
contact the owner to discuss maintaining the 
property for a fee that will go to our crew instead 
of having the owner fined and the lot cleaned by 
the city.  

311 Liaison: 311 Liaisons are community members 
trained to use the online 311 database to better 
communicate issues in the neighborhood. Ellie at 
SKCP is a trained liaison and can help get your 
service request handled if you reach out with the 
service request number.  
You can also get trained as a liaison! Get in 
touch with Ellie if you are interested in scheduling 
a training in the neighborhood.  
 
Licenses & Inspection 
Common Violations 
Operating Hours - Construction activity is permit-
ted between 7 am and 8pm Monday through 
Friday, and 8 am to 8 pm on weekends and holi-
days. 
Fencing - site should be secured by fencing to 
prevent access from street. 
Sidewalk - construction sites should leave at least 
four feet of sidewalk accessible. If more of the 
sidewalk is blocked, the site must have a sidewalk 
closure permit through the Streets Department. 
Demolition - notice must be posted at the proper-
ty prior to demolition, and neighbors should re-
ceive a notice in their mailbox at least 21 days in 
advance. 
Standing water - sites collecting water create 
public health risk. Report these to 311 and follow 
up with the Department of Public Health (215-685
-9026) 

How to Report: Construction violations should be 
reported to 311, and in the event of an emergen-
cy or urgent concern after hours, please call 911. 
If you are unsatisfied with the response to your 
report, you can contact the supervisors at the 
district office for our neighborhood - Ray Gaines 
or Guy Porter. They can be reached at 215-683-
0588. 

North Central Office: The Old / South Kensington 
neighborhood is covered by the newly opened 
North Central Office for Licenses and Inspections. 
This office is located at 1514 Cecil B. Moore Ave 
and open Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 4:30 pm. If 
you are unsatisfied with the response to your re-
ports on violations or have an urgent matter, 
please contact the supervisors at this location - 
Ray Gaines or Guy Porter. They can be reached 
at 215-683-0588. 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/philly-311/id533292779?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.publicstuff.philadelphia&hl=en_US
http://www.phila.gov/311/form/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.southkensingtoncommunity.org/vacantland
mailto:info@southkensingtoncommunity.org
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Community Land Care 
 Since 2013, as a part of our mission to sup-
port stewardship and connect our community 
to resources and to the land, SKCP has part-
nered with the Pennsylvania Horticultural Soci-
ety (PHS) to bring Community Land Care to 
our neighborhood and the surrounding ar-
ea.  Our Land Care contract enables us to cre-
ate part time jobs and help keep many vacant 
lots mowed and trash free during the warm 
weather months. Perhaps you have seen the 
Community Land Care team, Brendyn, Shawn, 
Ronnie, and Bill, hard at work under the Summer 
sun.  Be sure to say hello when you do. And 
maybe offer some cold water. 
 Of course, not all vacant lots are under our 
care. The PHS contract allows us to select  a 
certain number of lots based on conditions, ac-
cessibility, ownership, and visibility. Priority is giv-
en to nuisance properties and those where we 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

receive a number of complaints. For those that 
are not on the CLC list, we look for property  
owners who will hire our team or other-
wise  bring the care of their property into com-
pliance, and where that's not possible, lots are 
reported to the City. 
 All this is to say . . . we are always looking for 
more work! Whether it is mowing a vacant lot or 
yard or caring for the perimeter of a property, 
residential or commercial.  SKCP has invested in 
equipment and resources necessary to do the 
work and we want to provide as much work to 
our trained CLC team as possible and eventual-
ly grow the team. For more info, to report a lot, 
provide a lead on more work or get a price 
quote for regular or one time maintenance, 
please contact:   
greening@southkensingtoncommunity.com or 
call 215-427-3463 

      Solarize Philly is Here! 
  
 The Philadelphia Energy Authority (PEA) has      
 reopened Solarize Philly - a group buying 
 program to make the process of installing 
solar as easy and affordable as possible. All 
homeowners in Philadelphia can sign up for 
Solarize Philly.  
 Everyone who signs up can receive a free 
solar assessment of their home. Solarize Philly 
participants benefit from group discounts and 
consumer protections. Since launching the pro-
gram in 2017, nearly 200 Philadelphia home-
owners have signed contracts for solar with So-
larize Philly. The program is open for sign-ups 
until July 31st. Sign up today at 
www.solarizephilly.org!  

 PEA is offering a Special Financing Pilot for 
45 low- and moderate-income households, to  
include even more participants in this phase of 
the program. This Pilot is designed for individuals 
who may not be able to access private financ-

ing to go solar. Participating households will see 
20% savings by going solar. Go to solarizephil-
ly.org to see the eligibility requirements and sign 
up.  
 Solarize Philly also supports job training pro-
grams for high school students who want to 
start careers in the green economy. PEA has 
trained 40 students in solar installation and ener-
gy efficiency. Ten of these students are being 
placed into internships with partner employers 
for the coming summer. With support from 
PECO, PEA will also be training an additional 20 
high school students this summer.   
 Solarize Philly is led by the Philadelphia Ener-
gy Authority (PEA), an independent municipal 
authority working to advance 
energy affordability and sus-
tainability for the city. PEA is 
running the Philadelphia Ener-
gy Campaign, a $1 billion initi-
ative to advance clean ener-
gy and energy efficiency to 
create 10,000 jobs. 
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 Is your home in need of a little love? The 
Basic Systems Repair Program (BSRP) might be 
able to help.  
 
 BSRP provides free repairs to correct electri-
cal, plumbing, heating, structural, and roofing 
emergencies in eligible owner-occupied homes 
in Philadelphia.  
 
You can apply for free major systems repairs if 
your home’s problems include: 
 Dangerous electrical conditions, such as 

overheating or sparking wiring or entire cir-
cuits that won’t stay on 

 Leaking or broken sewer lines 
 Leaking or broken water service lines 

 Violations from Water Department, PGW, 
PECO, or Philadelphia L&I 

 Roof leaks which have caused a 4 sq ft or 
larger section of ceiling to collapse 

 Structural repairs to exterior walls of home. 
 
To be eligible for free emergency repairs, you 
must:  
 Have not received BSRP services in the last 

three years 
 Own and live in the single-family house with 

the problem 
 Be current or under a current payment 

agreement for property taxes and your wa-
ter bill. 

 Meet the income guidelines 
 Not own any other residential property. 
 
 To apply, complete an Expression of Interest 
form and submit to Philadelphia Housing Devel-
opment Corporation. You can download a form 
online, or pick one up from SKCP’s office.  Call 
the BSRP Hotline at 215-448-2160 Monday 
through Thursday 9am – 4pm and Friday 9am. – 
Noon.  TDD 215-448-2184. 

 In April 2018, Notices of Proposed Valuation were 
sent out to property owners for Tax Year 2019.  This 
new assessment will be used to determine your pay-
ment for 2019 property taxes.  
 The Notice is not a bill - it is informing of the new 
proposed value for your property and contains im-
portant information that will impact your tax bill. If 
you did not receive a Notice, it means there has 
been no change in your property’s value from the 
previous year. 
 If you do not agree with the new proposed 
value of your property, you can file an appeal. 
 The “easy” appeal (First Level Review) was in-
cluded in your mailing and due on May 25. But 

don’t worry if you missed that deadline! You can still 
file an appeal with the Board of Revision Taxes.  
 
Your assessment appeal should prove at least one 
of the following: 
 The estimated market value of your property is 

too high or too low 
 The estimated market value of your property is 

not uniform with similar surrounding properties 
 The characteristics of your property that affect 

its value are substantially incorrect. 
  
 Appeal applications are due by Monday, Octo-
ber 1, 2018. Come to the community meeting on 
August 6 for more info on the appeal process! 
  
 If you are struggling to pay your property taxes, 
make sure you are enrolled in the Longtime Owner 
Occupant Program, Homestead Exemption, Senior 
Tax Freeze, or other programs to assist homeowners.  
 Contact the SKCP office or the Philadelphia De-
partment of Revenue for more information or help 
applying to these programs.   
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Emergency Housing 
Domestic Violence Survivors 
Women Against Abuse                       866-723-3014 
(24 hours)   

Families 
Apple Tree Family Center              215-686-7150 
(Mon-Fri, 7am-3pm)                                  or 7152 

Red Shield Family Residence           215-787-2887 
(After 3p, weekends & holidays) 

Single Females 
Apple Tree Family Center              215-686-7150 
(Mon-Fri, 7am-3pm)                                   or 7152 
Gaudenzia House of Passage           267-713-7778 
(After 3pm, weekends & holidays)                       or 215-471-2017 

Single Males 
The Roosevelt Darby Center            215-685-3700 
(Mon-Fri, 7am-3pm)   
Station House                215-225-9230 
(After 3pm, weekends & holidays)                        

Single Youths (18—21) 
Covenant House             215-951-5411 
Youths (under 18) 
Youth Emergency Services            215-787-0633 
Runaway & Homeless Youth              1- 800-371-7233 
Mortgage Foreclosure Prevention Assistance 
SaveYourHomePhilly Hotline    215-334-HOME (4663) 
Free counseling assistance for homeowners behind 
on mortgage payments or face foreclosure. 
                                           www.saveyourhomephilly.org 

Housing Counseling 
For agency list call              215-686-9749 
Free housing counseling for current and potential 
homeowners, tenants, seniors, and people with 
HIV/AIDS.                                   www.phila.gov/dhcd 

Housing Repairs 
Adaptive Modifications Program*         215-448-2160 
Provides free adaptations to house or apartment of 
low-income disabled individuals.             
www.phdchousing.org 
Basic Systems Repair Program*          215-448-2160 
Free major repairs to electrical, plumbing, and/or 
heating systems of an owner-occupied property. 
Emergency Heater Hotline*                215-568-7190 
Free minor heater repairs.    www.ecasavesenergy.org 
PHIL-Plus/Mini-PHIL*                            215-851-1854 
Provides home improvement loans to owners with 
less-than-perfect credit. Housing counseling re-
quired.                        uac.org/home-improvement 
SHARP*                   215-765-9040 
Free minor repairs to homes of elderly Philadelphi-
ans.                           www.pcacares.org 
Weatherization Assistance Program*    215-448-2160 
Free weatherization and energy-efficiency im-
provements to owner-occupied and rental units.  
                www.phdchousing.org 
 
 
 

Senior Citizen Programs 
Philadelphia Corp for Aging (PCA)                215-765-9040 
BenePhilly                 800-236-2194 
Homeownership Programs 
Settlement Assistance Grant*                215-686-9749 
Provides up $500 per household to help first-time 
Philadelphia homebuyers pay for closing costs. 
Housing counseling required.      www.phila.gov/dhcd 
Property Tax Abatement                 215-686-9200 
Provides tax relief on home improvements for 10 
years.                                   opa.phila.gov 
Sheriff Sales                              215-686-3530 
Tax-delinquent properties sold to the highest bidder 
at public auction.     officeofphiladelphiasheriff.com 
Code Violations 
Licenses & Inspections                   311 
Landlord/Tenant Problems 
Community Legal Services               215-981-3700 
Licenses & Inspections                            311 
Tenant Union Representative Network  215-940-3900 
Public Housing 
Provides subsidized rental opportunities   
Conventional Sites—Admissions          215-684-4000 
Scattered Sites—Admissions            215-684-4000 
Housing Choice Voucher (formerly Section 8)      215-684-4000 
Online application for public housing   pha.phila.gov 
Special-Needs Housing 
People with HIV/AIDS 
ActionAIDS Inc.                215-981-0088 
People with Disabilities 
Liberty Resources              215-634-2000 
Utility Bill Assistance 
Energy Coordinating Agency             215-988-0929 
LIHEAP              866-857-7095 or 215-560-1583 
Utility Emergency Services Fund          215-972-5170 
Vacant House/Lot Acquisitions 
Philadelphia Land Bank              215-448-3040 
               philadelphialandbank.org 
City Housing Agencies 
Division of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD) 
1234 Market St, 17th Floor, Phila PA 19107     215-686-9749 
            www.phila.gov/dhcdq 
Philadelphia Housing Development Corp (PHDC) 
1234 Market St, 17th Floor, Phila PA 19107     215-448-3000 
            www.phdchousing.org 
Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority (PRA) 
1234 Market St, 16th Floor, Phila PA 19107 215-854-6500 
             www.phila.gov/pra 
Philadelphia Housing Authority (PHA) 
12 S. 23rd St, Phila PA 19103                215-684-4000 
                 www.pha.phila.gov 
 

Need housing help? Check out these resources: 

*Income restrictions apply 

opment Corporation. You can download a form 

don’t worry if you missed that deadline! You can still 

Occupant Program, Homestead Exemption, Senior 
Tax Freeze, or other programs to assist homeowners.  
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Thank you to my neighbors who 

helped me carry my heavy pack-

ages in my house last week!   So 

helpful since I hurt my wrist. - Burt 

Many thanks to Ellie at SKCP, Dwight at UPS, Krista at PlayArts, 

and Phil at Spot's Spot for agreeing to use their business loca-

tions as drop-off points for my neighborhood Philabundance 

food drive. It takes a village . . . Y'all are the best! - Ruth 

 Thank you to John and Florence for our 

evening ‘meeting’ from our decks.  It 

was fun, informative and we got some 

neighbor business done to boot. - Terrie 

Ellie Matthews runs the Neighborhood Advisory Committee program. She is 
a social worker and her responsibilities include putting together this newslet-
ter, facilitating our monthly meetings, organizing events around the neigh-
borhood, and doing outreach to connect neighbors with resources.  
Email Ellie: ematthews@southkensingtoncommunity.org 

Meet the SKCP office staff! 
Ellie and Lucas keep the SKCP office running. 

Visit them Monday—Friday, 9:00—5:30  
at1301 N 2nd Street 
or call 215-427-3463 

Lucas Van Balen moved to Philadelphia last year from Venezuela and is work-
ing at SKCP part-time. He puts together the weekly e-newsletter, updates our 
blog and website, and runs our Mobile Help Desk around the neighborhood to 
help spread the word about important programs and upcoming events.  
Email Lucas: lvanbalen@southkensingtoncommunity.org 


